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Architects
Deconstructed

Mohammad Kamal Al Shurafa is one of those people who inspire
yvou to think that anything is possible in life. At only 33 years old,
he s the Managing Director of his own architectural practise,
employs 65 people from 12 different countries, and has two

beautiful children with a third on the way,
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' expatriste in Dubai for over a
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decads — which by and large means
| canonly speak one language - 've driven
past the EMAAR business park by The
Greens, noticed the EMAAR sign, wondered
exacily where the name EMAAR came from
and driven on. &nd guess what? Despite
beirg a journalist — | use that word in the
lnosest possible way - 've never bothered
o check and find out what the word meant.
Well, I'm prowud to announce. | have

expanded my knowledge of Arabic beyond

hello” "goodbye’ and the usasal words yoas
hear Brits say intheir attermpt not & ear

snorant. Emaar is an Arabic noun and

Mniething along the lines of ‘the

Vichammad Kamal Al Shiurafa tauaghd me
thas word recently. Yo may ask how we oot

onto this conversation? His rapidly

1997 after leaving the University of Jondan
with a Bachelor of Science in Architectural
Engineering and has been here ever sinca.
Dubai is home and when | asked how often
he made the trip back home, meaning to
Jardan, he replied, "l live thres towers
dowen. | weadk, it takes me 30 seconds.” The
snag is, even when | elaborated and
explained what | actually meant the reply
dide’t change. " consider here as home.
This is where | live now, | feel like | am

living in my country- when | am bare and |
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This speead:

That was in 2002, They opened their first
braxch in Sharjah, and then in 2004 opened
an office in Dubai, kacally called Mimar
Emirates Engineering Consultants. ln 2005
the Ajman office opened and 3 few weeks
200 they received their licence bo open in
Abu Dihabi, They also hawe an office i Qatar

rin by Abu Nabaa, "MNinsty per

projects are in Dubai, but it is easier for

amployes
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| am serusly thi

Dubai offioe — maybe it is an image thing,

hutl [Bke bo think Ehat Shaikh Mohammmad

has made Dubai such a prestigious place to

it is Emportant;
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head office in Dubai. We specialise in all
disciplines of busildings and constrection. In
our shart history we have designed both
comimercial and resigential. We have
designed universities - for example Virginia
Commanweaith University in Doha - and
Sanali Towers in Majan on Emirates Road, a

complex of Thres 30-storey office towers

“The design book in toconsideration the
special parameters for that site as the
fength of the land is argund four hundred
metres, but the buikding s only G + three, so
thers was a real challenge to provide a
design; it is @ bower on its sade, it is not as
easy to design as it sounds. The unique part
511
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5 development IS e massne k2nglih

ation and short height and the

challenge was how to overcome this and

oreabe a nice building that keoks goed and

functions well, by which | mean the standard for Shaikh Zayed Road. Tihwen along

circulation of air and pecple. Each and every came the Burj Al Arab, and now we hawve

office has good air vendtilation, a good view dozens of landmarks, such as the Dancing

and will be 2 oood space bo work in Towers {wabch out for tha
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seed |s now groaving and spreading beyond
the boundaries of Dubai to the rest of the

counbry and the surroundinyg countries.

if wou look at the now master plans fior the

new. Places such as Murragabat and A
Qursais were ondy biocks of comcrete with no
gardens or schools, just straight lines, but in

Fws rara e PR [Ny Tt e
the newe master plans, all neighbourhoods

hawe spaces, gandans, sohoals and shops. In

short we are on the right track, there will be
a better environment for all

"Dwibai has reachad the point whane we wery

much need the Burj Dubai - because of that

fowwer sxrery Derson o this parth Enmyes
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office here in the Emirabes. The second step
was to develop the organisation and bring i
key pecphe and produce good guality work.
Number three is spreading our name and

making o organisalion even Stronger,

steps bo go. Step ten is when Mimar is the
numder one consultant in UAE. So yes, b
mest my goal, | need to be the best
consultant in the country by 2020." §
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